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Q6. Known for his monumental canvases and grand murals, Aaron Douglas straddled literary and visual arts during Harlem Renaissance period. His work, “Let My People Go” which was acquired by the Metropolitan Art Museum in 2014 was completed in 1935-39.
Martin Luther King Jr., popularly known for his quest towards racism and African-American freedom wrote the “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on April 16, 1963. The letter was written during the Birmingham campaign which coordinated marches and demonstrations against racial segregation and racism in Birmingham, Alabama.
Q7. The similarities between Aaron’s art and King’s letter is that they all have aspects of freedom. Based on the Biblical story of Pharaoh and Moses, Aaron Douglas uses his brushes to paint the aspects of freedom from oppression. Moses is depicted with a dark image and a beam of light that shows the freedom that he fought for. The painting addresses the oppression of African-America using the plight that the Biblical Pharaoh put under the slaves in Egypt. In the letter, King writes as a response to the “clergymen” who claimed that oppression was a crime that was to be fought in courts, not on the streets. He spoke against the oppression of the African-American, including himself. Both the two works came at a point when African-Americans were struggling towards their freedom. The difference between the two is Aaron Douglas was a painter and King was an activist who argued using biblical and political references.
Q8.  “Let My People Go” is an art of painting. The medium is strokes of brush and canvases. The painting, which is two dimension employs dark lines to depict the black color of Moses. Martin Luther did not have pleasure of finding a better medium to write his letter so he just took a piece of magazine that was available to him. The magazine contained the message “Call for Unity” that King responded to. The police were brutal, the courts unjust and yet justice was left to the courts (Tremaine, 2017). 
The medium King used to write his letter was a clear evidence of the harsh conditions that the African-American faced when they tried to fight for their rights. The implication was that the African-American were not allowed to access any news since the magazine was smuggled to King by an ally. On the other hand, the painting by Aaron depicts a society where people are not allowed to talk about the injustices done to them. The painting, which was in two dimensions was a self-explanatory of oppression the people underwent during the period. If the message was to be written, it would have stirred a harsher condition for the people who were trying to fight against racial segregation at the time. Aaron expressed his notion in a way that a child would be able to understand. The lavender and gold hues rendered in a flat silhouetted style depict the story of Moses who was ordered to lead the Israelites from captivity. Politicians, ministers, and abolitionists from the 19th century through the era of civil rights have related to the message depicted in the painting.

Q9. Freedom is not something that is earned through casual negotiations, it is something that is only achieved through struggle and fight for people’s right.
Q10. Freedom is not only on a political basis but also on everyday activities. The audience of this paper is everyone that in one way or another has felt that his or her rights have not been upheld. Oppression is in the church, home, and work. Women get harassed while looking for a job, they are objectified by their husbands at home and the boy child is being neglected at the expense of strengthening the girl child. This analysis will enable people to realize art can be used to express their emotions and thoughts. Both “Let My People Go” and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” are works that talk about the human rights and the struggle towards a free society.
Q11. The white power structure was determined to put the African-American society in a position where they had no say over their freedom. Just like in the modern society, people are deprived of their rights by being arrested or being captives of financial deprivation. The third world countries rely on foreign countries for loans which helps in development and these loans turn out to be points of oppression. Just like the two works depicts, oppression has not been wiped entirely from existence. It is still in the 20th century and that is why the art “Let My People Go” is at the entrance of Met Museum to remind people of the lack of freedom is still existent in the modern society (2018).
In conclusion, both Luther King and Aaron Douglas used their works to pass on a very important message regarding the oppression of the Africa-Americans in the United States. Freedom is something that even the current generation struggles to attain. Freedom is not just from political oppression and that’s what the works communicate to us, people living in the 21st century. As this paper shows, the works portraying freedom from oppression relate in the modern day as they related in the past.
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